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Medicine Used to Treat Autism

There are many types of medications used to treat Autism. These medications will
fall into different categories based on the type of problem that is being dealt
with. Medication will not cure the Autism, it just helps with some of the
problems associated with it. Here are some of the medications used when treating
an Autistic child.

Antipsychotic

This type of medication is used to treat behavior problems in children with
Autism. They can also be used to treat insomnia, and aggression. This type of
medication should be used if behavior therapy is not working. Some times an
Autistic child will try to harm their selves. Antipsychotic medicines can help
control this.

Anticonvulsant

Some Autistic children have seizures. This type of medication is used in
controlling or preventing the seizures.

Depression and Anxiety Medications

A large portion of Autistic children deal with depression and anxiety. They need
medication to help control these feelings. These medications are found to cause
suicidal thoughts in some kids. Watch for changes in your child's behavior.

Sedatives

Children with Autism sometimes have a hard time falling asleep at night. They
are given a sedative to help them sleep. There are natural alternatives that can
be used in place of sedatives. They will not make your child dependant on them
to fall asleep.

Stimulant

Stimulants are used in treating kids with hyperactivity. They are also used in
children that have a hard time paying attention or concentrating. These
medicines can help the child focus longer. This can be useful for a school age
child who is having problems paying attention in school. They can help a child
who is having trouble staying focused on their school work. This can mean a
difference in passing or failing.

Medications can help treat the problems found in Autistic children. Parents need
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to be careful when using any medications with their children. Some of these
medications can have terrible side effects. Each child will react differently to
the medicine. If you notice the medicine is not helping consult your child's
doctor. Medications need to be combined with other types of therapy to
successfully work in treating Autism. Always use the lowest effective dose of
the medications. Do not start or stop a medication without talking to your
child's doctor first. Some Autistic children do not speak so it is important to
watch for changes in their behavior. If they begin acting strange they could be
having a reaction to the medicine, and need to see the doctor.

Medication should be a last resort when treating Autism. If it must be used,
combine the medication with other forms of therapy for better results. Remember
the medicine is not a cure for Autism. The medicine just helps to lesson some of
the symptoms the child is experiencing. Always be sure of the correct dosage of
medication to give your child. Talk to the doctor about any long terms side
effects caused by the prescription. Also make sure to ask about any interactions
with other medications your child is taking. Sometimes medication will be the
only thing that helps your Autistic child. Just make sure the child is monitored
for any side effects.



