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trading cards

When I was a kid, there were many different types of trading cards that we
collected and traded. The best thing about these cards was that they were fun,
and they never cost very much. In fact, they were very cheap. If we lost one, it
was no big deal, and we could usually find another. Though there were some that
would gain value and would be harder to find when you wanted to replace them,
you could find them eventually. This isn’t the case any longer.

My friend’s son wanted a certain type of trading cards for Christmas. I was
shocked when I picked some up in the store and saw the price. These were priced
at around ten dollars for a set of eight cards. I thought surely these cards
must be a bit rare, but there were many packages of the same cards sitting there
on the shelf. I could not believe they were about a dollar and twenty five cents
a card, and was even more shocked to see other sets priced about the same, even
though they were of a different variety.

I guess they can charge as much for the trading cards because people are willing
to pay that much for them. I did buy them for her son, but I would not make a
habit of it. It would seem that an artificial value has been placed on these
particular trading cards. When I was growing up, the ones that gain value were
the ones that were rare, but they cost next to nothing to buy. You just hoped
you would get lucky when you bought a pack of them. On top of that, many of the
hard to find ones would be in the hands of people who didn’t know they were
rare, and they would end up lost or ruined anyway. That gave the remaining ones
even more value.

I guess this is one good thing about having a daughter. Though there may be
trading cards that she will be interested in, most of the ones on the market are
aimed at boys. She seems to be very girly, so perhaps this won’t be a problem
for us. I guess if I have a son in the future I will have to face the
possibility of buying expensive trading cards. I do know that I won’t do it
often, so I hope my son will have the smarts to learn how to trade to get what
he wants. That was supposed to be the point anyway.



